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PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  &c. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  difeafe,  concerning  which  I am  about  to 
treat,  being  readily  curable  in  females,  by  the 
methods  at  prefent  in  general  ufe  ; I purpofe 
confining  myfelf  to  a confideration  of  it,  as  it 
affedls  the  other  fex  only.  . 

Gonorrhaea  virulenta  (if  we  fairly  eftimate 
all  its  fymptoms,  all  thofe  mifchiefs  which  too 
often  fucceed  it,  and  the  allowed  inefficacy  of 
the  prefent  pradlices  to  prevent  fuch  fubfequent 
evils)  will  appear  to  be  a difeafe  of  no  trivial 
importance.  The  contradidlory  fentiments  of 
eminent  praAitioners  refpedling  the  treatment  to 
be  adopted  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  and  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  Gleet,  Stri6lure,  Hernia 
humoralis,  and  Abfcefs  in  perinaeo,  prove  incon- 
trovertibly,  that  the  difeafe  is  by  no  means  well 
underftood.  This  being  the  cafe,  an  attempt  to 
reconcile  oppofite  opinions,  by  difcoveringa  more 
effedlual  mode  of  cure,  will  not  only  be  warrant- 
able, but  commendable. 

Before  I venture  however  to  recommend  any 
novel  dodlrine  or  pradlice,  it  will  be  requifite  to 
exhibit  my  motives  for  rejedling  the  opinions  of 

the 
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the  prefent  day.  In  ftating  my  lentiments  upon 
Ibme  parts  of  my  fubjeft,  it  mtift  unavoidably 
liappcn,  that’ I fliall  occalionally  adduce  argu- 
ments, which  have  been  heretofore  reforted  to 
by  other  writers  : but  as  I conceive  that  all  fuch 
writings  contribute  towards  the  formation  of  a 
general  fund  of  medical  knowledge,  I have  not 
i’crupled  to  render  them  fubfervient  to  the  ufes 
of  the  profeffion.  Many  writers  of  the  greateft 
celebrity  have  warmly  and  Ikilfully  maintained 
'doblrines  diametrically  oppolite  to  each  other, 
refpedfing  the  local  or  conftitutional  nature  of 
Gonorrhasa  virulenta.  I am  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  is  purely  a local  complaint : and 
this  opinion  I endeavour  to  eftablifh  by  the  fub- 
fequent  obfervations. 

Ihe  difeafe  is  generated  by  morbid  matter 
conve^’-ed  in  time  of  coition  from  the  male  to  the 
female  ; and  vice  verfa.  This  matter  is  poflefled 
of  lome  peculiar  chara<5feriftics.  Its  adliye  pro- 
perties are  confined  within  very  narrow  limits. 
Applied  to  fome  parts  of  the  body,  it  is  pofleffed 
of  verjr  virulent  properties : but  if  other  parts  are 
expofed  to  it,  it  is  nearly  inert.  The  parts  alone 
fufceptible  of  injury  from  the  influence  of  this 
poifon,  are  thofe  unprotected  by  the  common 
cutis;  fuch  as  the  urethra  and  internal  fldn  of  the 
prepuce  moft  frequently,  and  the  membrane g 
lining  the  eye-lids  and  noilrils  rarely  and  acci- 
dentally. The  mere  contadt  of  the  poifon  with 
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fuch  parts  is  adequate  to  the  produdlion  of  dif- 
eafe  ; and  a very  minute  particle  of  it  is  capable 
of  generating  limilar  poifonous  matter,  in  abun- 
dant quantity,  without  creating  any  ulceration, 
or  apparent  diminution  of  fubftance  in  the  part, 
from  which  fuch  matter  is  generated.  It  is  un- 
able to  extend  the  fphere  of  its  influence,  as  a poi- 
fon,  beyond  the  immediate  feat  of  its  operation : 
but,  neverthelefs,  it  is  capable  indiredlly  of  pro- 
. ducing  farther  injury,  by  exciting,  .in  the  fame 
manner  that  mofl  irritating  fubftances  do,  a fe- 
condary  effedl  in  the  neighbourhood  of  its  ac- 
tivity, which  is  denominated  fympathetic  in- 
flammation. In  confequence  of  fuch  indiredl 
adlion,  inguinal  glandular  enlargements,  and  tu- 
mefadlions  of  the  teflicles,  are  frequent  atten- 
dants upon  Gonorrhaea. 

We  know  w'ell,  that  the  fmalleft  particle  of 
certain  poifons,  if  introduced  under  the  fidn,  will 
readily  and  certainly  pervade  the  whole  frame,  if 
their  operation  be  not  counteradled.  Of  this  fort 
are  the  matters  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  fmall  pox, 
putrid  bodies,  and  the  poifons  of  certain  animals. 
But  from  various  decifive  experiments  made  pub- 
lic by  fome  eminent  profehional  charadlers,  and 
from  others,  which  I have  myfelf  made,  I am 
confident,  that  the  matter  of  Gonorrhaea  (if  in- 
troduced under  the  fkin  by  means  of  a lancet) 
is  incapable  of  producing  any  wound  connedled 
with  a difeafe  of  the  fyftem,  or  for  the  peife6t 
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cure  of  which,  any  other  than  topical  remedies 
are  requilite.  If  the  gonorrhseal  was  only  a 
modification  of  the  venereal  poifon,  as  fome  have 
contended,  and  for  its  difference  of  quality  in- 
debted to  the  part  in  which  it  was  fituated,  then 
chancres  in  the  urethra  could  not  occur ; as  the 
modifying  capacity  of  the  urethra  would  change 
the  properties  of  the  venereal  poifon  uniformly, 
which,  when  thus  altered,  could  only  produce 
Gonorrhaea.  Yet  experience  proves,  that  chan- 
cres occafionally  exifl  in  the  urethra,  and  both 
unpreceded  and  unaccompanied  by  Gonorrhaea. 
Why  are  not  venereal  fores  generated  by  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhaea,  in  cafes  where  it  has  been 
allowed  to  remain  for  hours  uninterruptedly, 
around  the  bulb  of  the  penis  ? Why  do  not  the 
enlargements  of  the  inguinal  lymphatics,  fo  com- 
mon in  cafes  of  Gonorrhaea,  go  on  regularly  to 
fuppuration,  and  througluall  the  flages  of  Lues  ? 
It  is  a circumftance  however  of  notorious  and 
indifputable  authenticity,  that  tumefadfions  of 
the  inguinal  glands,  when  limply  concomitants 
of  Gonorrhaea,  difperfe,  as  the  difeafe  in  the  ure- 
thra diminifhes,  without  the  aid  of  mercury ; 
and  that  fimilar  fwellings,  when  preceded'  by 
chancres,  cannot  be  relieved,  but  by  mercurial 
remedies.  Large  wounds,  inflidted  on  a habit 
contaminated  by  the  venereal  poifon,  are  incur- 
able without  mercurial  medicines : but  an  ab- 
fccfs  in  perinaeo,  when  an  offspring  of  Gonor- 
rhea, 
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rhaea,  if  opened  very  freely,  fo  as  to  create  a very 
conliderable  wound,  does  not  require  the  minut- 
ed; particle  of  mercury  : and  in  fuch  a cafe,  the 
cure  is  expedited  by  medicaments  of  a very  dif- 
limilar  tendency.  Mr.  Whateley,  in  a recent 
publication,  has  with  no  little  ingenuity  and  in- 
duftry  maintained  a dodfrine  completely  oppo- 
dte  to  that  which  I have  juft  advanced,  and  has 
ftrengthened  his  opinion  by  the  force  of  very 
great  authorities  ; and  if  the  magnitude  or  mul- 
tiplicity of  fuch'  authorities  were  of  importance 
in  this  difpute,  I fhould  feel  myfelf  unequal  to 
the  talk  of  combating  opinions  fo  formidably 
fupported.  I conceive,  however,  that  the  tefti- 
monies  of  Dr.  Aftruc,  Dr.  Turner,  and  feveral 
others,  (who  wrote  in  times  when  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  the  venereal  difeafe  were  moft 
horribly  mifunderftood,  and  whofe  works  abound 
with  the  moft  erroneous  notions,)  are  of  trivial 
confequence. 

Mr.  John  Hunter,  a charadler  of  firft-rate 
eminence,  feems  to  have  no  clear  opinion  upon 
the  fubjedl : he  indeed  fays,  in  a very  free  and 
unconditional  manner,  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
and  Gonorrhaea  are  of  the  fame  nature,  that  they 
poffefs  the  fame  properties,  and  that  Gonorrhaea 
will  produce  Lues.  But  Mr.  Hunter  allures  us, 
that  mercury  alone  is  able  to  cure  the  one  dif- 
eafe ; and  that  it  is  fuperior  to  no  other  remedy, 
and  even  ufelefs,  in  the  cure  of  the  other.  What 
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force  Mr.  Hunter’s  opinion  ought  to  have  in 
fupport  of  the  identity  of  the  two  difeafes,  I will 
therefore  leave  the  reader  to  determine. 

I conceive  that  the  cafes  related  by  Dr.  Ruf- 
fel  and  Mr.  Cruikfhanks,  which  are  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Whateley  in  his  'book,  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  the  prefent  fubjedl.  The  \ mealies 
and  fmall  pox  are  confefledly  two  diftindl  con- 
ftitutional  difeafes.  It  is  well  known,  that  local 
difeafes  may  exift  at  the^  fame  time  with  confti- 
tutional  ones  in  the  fame  body  ; and  confequently 
where  one  difeafe  is  iiniverfally  allowed  to  be 
conftitutional,  and  the  other  is  aflerted  to  be  local, 
an  argument  derived  from  the  impoffibility  of 
two  difeafes,  well  known  to  be  both  conllitu- 
tional  ones,  adling  at  . the  fame  time  in  the  fame 
lyftem,  is  by  no  means  a juft  mode  of  enforcing 
a dodlrine  of  the  famenefs  of  Gonorrhaea  and  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  I remember  a few  years  fince, 
at  the  Liverpool  infirmary,  fome  inftances, where- 
in patients,  during  venereal  indifpolitions,  were 
attacked  by  typhous  fever  : whilft  the  fever  con- 
tinued, the  progrefs  of  the  venereal  complaint 
was  checked ; but  when  the  febrile  fymptoms 
were  removed,  the  venereal  poifon  refumed  its 
adtive  powers.  Thefe  circumftances  prove  that 
two  conftitutional  difeafes  cannot  operate  upon 
the  habit  at  one  time  : but  it  by  no  means  mili- 
tates againft  the  dodlrine,  that  a local  and  a con- 
ftitutional complaint  may  exift  together.  In  my 


memo- 


memorandum  book  I find  a cafe  of  Gonorrhasa 
“applicable  to  the  prefent  difcuffion.  The  patient 
was  a private  in  the  firft  regiment  of  Royal  Eaffc 
India  Volunteers.  Whilfi;  afflifted  with  a viru- 
lent Gonorrhaea,  he  was  attacked  by  a violent 
pleuritic  fever  : by  blood  letting,  and, the  other 
common  means  of  relief  in  fuch  cafes  reforted 
to,  the  pleuritic  affedlion  was  in  a few  days  re- 
moved, and  the  Gonorrhaea  nearly  fuppreffed  : 
but  after  his  return  to  his  daily  occupation,  the 
latter  complaint  became  as  troublefome  as  be- 
fore. Can  fuch  a cafe  -as  this  imply  that  Go- 
norrhsea  is  a confiiitutional  complaint  ? Moft  af- 
furedly  not.  Blood  letting,  extreme  temperance, 
quietude,  and  a recumbent  pofition,  contributed 
towards  the  diminution  of  the  difeafe,  not  the 
prefence  of  the  pleurify.  In  December  laft  a 
gentleman  applied  to  me,  complaining  of  a very 
copious  and  olfenfive  difcharge,  .which  was  col- 
ledled  round  the  bulb  of  the  penis,  under  the 
prepuce,  and  which  had  firft  appeared  a few  days 
fubfequent  to  a connexion  he  had  had  with  a 
girl  of  the  town.  He  had  perceived  this  dif- 
charge ten  days  prior  to  his  application  to  me. 
Upon  examination  I found  this  to  be  a cafe  of 
fpurious  Gonorrhaea  merely,  but  that  the  acri- 
mony of  the  matter  fecreted  had  created  feveral 
night  excoriations,  and  had  rendered  the  part 
very  tender  and  irritable.  No  difcharge  from  the 
urethra  had  been  perceived,  and  no  uneafinefs  or 
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difficulty  in  voiding  urine  had  been  experienced. 
I ordered  a folution  of  Saccharum  Saturni,  com- 
bined with  T.  Opii,  and  recommended  a ftrip  of 
lint,  moiftened  in  that  mixture,  to  be  applied  to 
the  part  five  or  fix  times  daily.  In  four  or  five 
days  this  gentleman  found  himfelf  perfedUy  well, 
without  having  ufed  a particle  of  mercury.  I 
faw  this  gentleman  in  July  laft,  and  he  then  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  had  no  complaint  of  any 
kind,  fince  the  Gonorrhea  above  mentioned. 
This,  I think,  is  a cafe  exadlly  in  point:  here 
was  a confiderable  difcharge  of  a very  acrimonious 
quality,  abundance  of  time  had  been  afforded  it, 
for  infinuating  itfelf  into  the  fyffem ; and  the 
fpace  of  eight  months  allowed  for  its  fecondary 
appearance  in  form  of  Lues. 

Patients  afflidfed  with  Gonorrhaea  have,  in 
fome  rare  infiances,  during  the  continuance  and 
after  the  fiipprefiion  of  the  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  been  found  to  fecrete  a purulent  fluid 
from  the  eye-lids,  poffefling  properties  fimilar  to 
the  matter  produced  from  the  urethra.  This  is 
a grand  argument  with  thofe  who  believe  Go- 
norrhea and  Siphylis  to  be  the  fame  difeafe,  adl- 
ing  on  different  parts  of  the  body.  But  in  fuch 
cafes  may  not  accident  convey,  unnoticed  by  the 
patient,  a finall  particle  of  the  infedlious  matter 
to  the  eyes  ? or,  denying  the  poflibility  of  fuch  a 
mifliap,  how  are  we  to  account  for  the  following 
circumfiance  ? The  venereal  poifon,  after  its 
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operation  in  form  of  chancre  or  bubo,  has  a 
very  peculiar  aptitude  to  create  ulcerations  of  the 
throat  and  parts  adjacent ; but  is  very  rarely  per- 
ceived to  affedl  the  eyes,  except  in  cafes  where  ' 
the  poifon  has  been  allowed  to  rage  with  unop- 
pofed  violence,  and  even  then  in  a manner  to-  ' 
tally  unlike  that  which  arifes  from  the  operation 
of  the  gonorrhacal  poifon,  influencing  the  fame 
part.  If  Gonorrhasa  were  produced  by  the  ve- 
nereal poifon,  is  it  probable  that  that  poifon 
would  be  tranflated  through  the  fyftem  to  the  eyes, 
palling  by  the  throat,  nofe,  &c.  which  are  parts 
evidently  more  fufceptible  of  injury,  and  more 
contiguous  to  the  original  mifchief  ? But  in  all 
the  cafes  which  I have  perufed,  and  in  two  which  I 
have  attended,  where  a limilar  difcharge  to  that 
which  takes  place  in  the  urethra  from  Gonor- 
rhea was  fecreted  from  the  eye-lids,  no  fymp- 
tom  of  conftitutional  ailment  occurred. 

From  what  has  been  advanced  on  the  foregoing 
fubjedl,  I conceive  myfelf  authorifed  in  condemn- 
ing the  ufe  of  mercurial,  or  any  other  conftitu- 
tional remedies,  in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhea  ; 
and  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  medical  world 
to  thofe  rational  modes  of  cure,  which  local  ap- 
plications alone  prefent  to  them. 

If  the  two  queftions,  which  I have  here  fub  * 
joined,  are  candidly  anfwered,  I flatter  myfelf, 
that  little  doubt  will  be  entertained  refpedling 
the  nature  of  Gonorrhea  virulenta. 


Firft  : 
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Firft  : Are  there  not  many  cafes  of  gleet  and 
ftrifture  arifing  from  Gonorrhea,  wherein  no 
mercurial  medicines  had  been  employed  ; and  in 
which  cafes  fymptoms  of  Lues  were  never,  at  any 
after  period,  difcoverable  ? 

Secondly  : If  once  a venereal  chancre  be 
formed,  and  it  remain  uncombated,  will  it  not 
create  uniformly  further  mifchief,  and  eventually 
produce  confirmed  Lues  * ? 

* I have  feen  feveral  hundred  cafes  of  Gonorrhaea  and  Luese 
the  former  were  always  cured  without  mercury,  and  I never 
found  one  inftance  wherein  fubfequent  Lues  condemned  my 
praftice.  A chancre,  if  neglefted,  always  evidently  contami- 
nated the  fyftem. 


I 
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CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

' i,  . 

U^on  the  life  of  AJiringent  Injections, 

There  are  feveral  Arguments,  from  which  I 
infer  'the  inexpediency  and  evil  tendency  of  af- 
tringent  injeftions : from  amongft  them  I fhall 
feledf  a few  for  my  prefent  piirpofe.  In  the  firft 
place,  they  oftentimes  produce  only  a temporary 
fuppreffion  of  the  difcharge,  which  after  cer- 
tain intervals  returns.  Amongft  the  injections 
in  common  ufe,  folutions  of  lead,  alum,  white 
vitriol,  opium,  and  calomel,  with  decoctions  of 
bark  and  galls,  are  the  chief  : all  of  thefe,  I have 
at  different  periods  had  recourfe  to  in  practice  ; 
and  I can  affirm,  that  none  of  them  are  uniformly 
certain  in  their  operation,  and  that  they  fre- 
quently difappoint  both  the  patient  and  the  prac- 
titioner. 

I have  known  frequent  inftances  of  Gonor- 
rhea, apparently  cured  by  fuch  remedies,  being 
reproduced  after  fexual  gratification  ; and  in 
cafes,  where  no  poffibility  could  exift  of  a freffi 
infection.  I am  of  opinion  alfo,  that  Gonorrhea, 
fupprefted  by  means  of  aftringents  thrown  up 
the  urethra,  will  eventually  be  fucceeded  by  ftric- 
ture.  In  many  cafes  of  Gonorrhea,  which  fell 

under 
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under  my  care  fome  time  ago,  I was  in  the  habit 
of  introducing  a bougie,  after  the  difcharge  had 
been  fupprefied  by  aftringent  injedtions  ; and  in 
every  fuch  cafe  I found  a flight  degree  of  flric- 
ture  at  that  part  of  the  urethra,  where  the  pain 
and  difficulty  of  midlurition  were  complained  of, 
during  the  continuance  of  Gonorrhsea.  Hence 
originated  the  idea  of  dilating  the  contradled 
part  of  the  urethra  by  means  of  bougies,  as  the 
concluding  part  of  the  cure  in  this  difeafe. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  converfant  with  cafes  of 
flridlure,  that  when  once,  however  flightly, 
formed,  they  are  capable  of  a fleady  although 
imperceptible  increafe  ; and  this  analogical  rea- 
foning,  as  well  as  pradlical  obfervation,  will  tef- 
tify.  In  Gonorrhaa  confiderable  inflammation 
takes  place ; tumefadlion  is  always  an  attendant 
upon  fuch  inflammation,  and  the  flze  of  the  ca- 
nal is  hence  diminifhed.  Now,  although  aftrin- 
gents  may  remove  both  inflammation  and  dif- 
charge, I conceive  that  they  are  ill  calculated  to 
reftore  the  thickened  membrane  to  its  original 
degree  of  tenuity. 

The  urethra  is  left,  after  fuch  fuppofed  cures, 
thickened  internally  and  partially,  and  the  mem- 
brane rendered  lefs  pervious.  This  being  the 
cafe,  the  mucus  appropriated  to  the  part,  for  the 
purpofe  of  lubricating  the  canal,  and  rendering 
die  flow  of  urine  eafy,  is  at  firfl:  flightly  delayed 
in  its  pafl'age  over  the  lefs  poliflied  furface  of  the 

thick- 


thickened  part  of  the  urethra  by  imperceptible 
degrees,  the  length  of  the  delay  is  increafed, 
fmall  portions  of  the  mucus  are  detained  by  the 
uneven  furface  of  the  difeafed  part ; thcfe  in 
time  become  hardened  and  combined  with  the 
original  difeafe  of  the  membrane  ; ftrata  are  col- 
ledfed  upon  ftrata,  till  at  length  ftridfure  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  is  produced.  This  idea  is 
confirmed  by  two  cafes,  which  fell  under  my 
own  obfer\-ation  in  the  winter  of  1799.  In  ex- 
amining the  penis  of  a fubjedl  at  the  anatomical 
theatre,  I perceived  a confiderable  diminution  of 
the  circumference  of  the  urethra,  about  an  inch 
and  half  from  the  external  orifice,  and  this  caufed 
by  a fort  of  laminated  ring,  nearly  of  equal  fub- 
ftance  all  round,  and  much  harder  than  ,the  other 
parts  of  the  urethra : it  appeared  to  me,  that  Go- 
norrhea had  given  rife  to  this,  in  the  way  I have 
already  defcribed  ; and  that  this  ftridlure  was 
compofed  of  very  fine  lamine  of  mucus,  or  fome- 
thing  of  a fimilar  defcription,  and  hardened  by 
time.  In  a fecond  fubjedl  I found  a fimilar  cir- 
cumftance ; only  that,  in  this  laft,  two  ftridlures 
were  apparent,  and  that  one  of  them  had  nearly 
obliterated  the  pafTage.  I have  fuggefted  this 
theory  concerning  the  original  formation  of  flric- 
ture,  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  a very  plau- 
fible  one,  and  likely  to  facilitate  the  acquirement 
qf  a more  efFedlual  mode  of  treating  Gonorrhaea, 
than  has  hitherto  been  adopted  ; if  my  idea  is  an 
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erroneous  one,  I lhall  be  happy  to  meet  with  a 
more  corredl  account. 

Mr.  Benj.  Bell  fays,  that  ftridfures  do  moft 
“ commonly  occur, 'where  no  injedlion  has  been 
“ ufed,  and  where  a difcharge  has  been  of  long 
« duration ; that  the  fubftance  of  the  urethra  is 
“ found,  at  thofe  places  where  ftridlures  do  exift, 
to  be  foft,  fpongy,  . and  prominent,  bearing 
every  mark  of  having  completely  loft  its  tone.” 
In  reply  to  thefe  remarks,  I allow  that  they  may 
be  very  juft  in  fome  cafes ; but  that,  did  they 
deferve  an  extenfive  or  general  application,  and 
were  fuch  appearances  the  moft  common  charac- 
teriftics  of  ftridture,  it  would  be  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  the  firm  refiftance  we  fo  frequently 
■ meet  with,  in  our  efforts  to  pafs  bougies. 

I can  readily  conceive,  that  a fpongy  impedi- 
ment would  be  fufficient  to  obftrudt  the  regular 
flow  of  the  urine,  and  to  produce  all  the  common 
effecfts  of  ftrifture  : but  that  fuch  foft  and  com- 
preffible  obftriuftions  ffiould  refift  all  efforts 
made  to  introduce  bougies,  appears  fomewhat 
improbable.  Bougies  are  often  twifted,  bent, 
and  flattened,  by  the  attempts  made  to  pafs  them 
into  the  bladder,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  moft 
expert  furgeons ; and  thefe  effedls  could  not  be 
produced,  unlefs  the  parts  were  in  a hardened,  or 
callous  ftate.  As  I fliall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
of  that  fpecies  of  ftridlure,  which  is  deferibed  in 
my  quotation  from  Mr.  Bell’s  book,  in  a fubfe- 
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quent  part  of  this  work,  I will  diftinguini  by- 
calling  that  which  I have  defcribed,  the  Indu- 
rated ftridlure,  and  Mr.  Bell’s,  the  Spongy  ftric- 
tiire. 

Another  objedlion,  which  I have  to  the  ufe  of 
aftringent  or  fedative  injedlions,  is,  that  the  in- 
jedlion  is  fometimes  propelled  beyond  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe  into  the  bladder. 

I have  known  this  to  happen  feveral  times, 
with  patients  in  a ftate  of  amendment,  without 
any  bad  effedfs ; and  one  inftance,  in  which  a 
fyringe  full  of  an  injedfion,  compofed  of  acetated 
cerulfe  and  tindlure  of  opium,  w?as  thrown  entirely 
into  the  bladder  : this  occafioned  conliderable 
alarm  and  unealinefs,  but  no  ferious  mifchief  en-, 
fued.  But  fuppoling  that  a particle  of  the  infec- 
tious matter  fhould  be  conveyed  by  fuch  means 
into  the  bladder,  what  confequences  might  not 
juftly  be  apprehended  ? If  injedHons,  particularly 
ftrong  folutions  of  fublimate,  be  liable  to  fuch 
mifhaps,  their  ufe  Ihould  be  lefs  frequent,  and 
more  guarded,  than  is  the  cafe  at  prefent. 

I will  ftate  only  one  more  reafon  in  defence 
of  my  reludfance  to  employ  aftringent  injec- 
tions ; and  that  is,  that  they  often  produce  Hernia 
humoralis,  and  Abfcefs  in  perinso.  In  Gonorrhoea, 
a con-ljderable  degree  of  inflammation  is  pro- 
duced, before  the  appearance  of  any  difcharge  ; 
this  is  manifefte.d  by  a great  increafe  of  heat  in 
the  part,  and  by  pain,  a fcaltling  fenfation,  and 
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difficulty  in  difcharging  the  urine.  After  feme 
time,  a dulky  brown,  yellow,  or  green  coloured 
difeharge  appears  in  fmall  quantity;  and  whilft 
this  fort  of  matter  is  emitted  from  the  urethra, 
the  unpleafant  fymptoms  remain  ; but  as  foon  as 
the  difeharge  begins  to  affume  more  of  a puru-  * 
lent  charadler,  becomes  whiter,  of  a better  con- 
fiftence,  and  greater  in  quantity,  the  pain,  heat, 
&c.  are  moderated.  In  this  ftage  of  the  com- 
plaint, it  is  common  to  employ  injeftions,  and  to 
endeavour  to  fupprefs  that  very  difeharge,  which 
is  an  effort  made  by  nature  for  the  relief  of  the 
patient. 

In  tumors  indicating  high  inflammation  we 
encourage  the  formation  of  matter,  and  confi- 
der  a large  quantity  of  pus  as  favourable  to  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe.  But  in  this  difeafe,  fo  nearly 
connedfed  with  the  moft  delicate  organs  of  which 
man  is  poffeffed,  we  fupprefs  eagerly  what  ought 
rather  to  be  encouraged,  and  thus  hazard  the 
' creating  fympathetic  inflammation  of  the  tefti- 
cles,  where,  from  the  fenfibility  of  the  parts  con- 
cerned, inflammation  may  be  fo  readily  excited. 
This  mode  of  treating  Gonorrhaea  is  completely 
ridiculed  by  the  means  we  adopt  in  the  cure  of 
Hernia  humoralis.  The  beft  furgeons  conceive  it 
right  to  folicit  a difeharge  from  the  urethra,  in 
cafes  of  Hernia  humoralis,  and  a copious  dif- 
eharge is  a remedy  of  more  efficacy  than  any 
other,  in  fucli  cafes ; nay,  if  a free  difeharge 
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cannot  be  obtained,  the  cure  is  much  embarrafTed, 
very  tedious,  and  very  uncertain.  I have  feen 
many  cafes,  where  all  efforts  to  procure  a dif- 
charge  from  the  urethra  of  a patient,  affiidted  ' 
with  fwelled  tefticles  fubfequent  to  Gonorrhea, 
were  ineffedlual : local  and  general  blood-letting, 
cold  applications,  febrile  medicines,  &c.  alfo  hav- 
ing no  falutary  effedl.  However^  after  many 
fruitlefs  efforts  made  by  art,  a fpontaneous  return 
of  the  difcharge  from  the  urethra  has  mitigated 
all  the  fy;nptoms,  and  foon  removed  the  com- 
,plaint. 

I am  about  to  relate  a melancholy  cafe,  where- 
in I myfelf  was  partly  concerned,  of  Hernia  hu- 
moralis,  arifing  from  fuppreffed  Gonorrhsea,  ter- 
minating in  a fatal  Schirrolity  of  the  teflicle. 

In  the  autumn  of  1799,  a corporal  in  the  gre- 
nadier company  of  the-  fecond  regiment  of  Royal 
Eaft-India  Volunteers,  of  the  name  of  Brown, 
contradled  a virulent  Gonorrhea.  He  applied  to 
a pradfitioner  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  refi- 
dence,  for  advice.  An  injedfion  was  recom- 
mended, together  with  laxative  and  diuretic  me- 
dicines. From  the  ufe  of  thefe,  the  difcharge 
was  gradually  leflened,  the  pain.  See.  abated,  and 
in  ten  days  all  appearance  of  Gonorrhtea  was 
done  away.  On  the  eleventh  day,  however,  foon 
after  riling  in  the  morning,  he  experienced,  a 
confiderable  pain,  attended  with  fwelling  of  the 
teflicle.  During  that  day  thefe  fymptoms  in- 
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creafed  ; and  on  the  following  morning  he  felt 
himfelF  ferioufly  unwell.  The  teftide  Was 
become  extremely  painful,  very  much  enlarged  ; 
and  he  was  tormented  with  pains  of  the  thighs, 
lower  belly,  and  loins.  The  gentleman,  who  had 
before  prefcribed  for  him,  was  fent  for  ; he  bled 
him  in  the  arm,  applied  leeches  to  the  part,  and 
ordered  him  fome  medicines.  In  the  fpace  of 
four  days  he  was  much  better  ; but  although  the 
pain  was  nearly  gone,  and  the  fwelling  dimi- 
nifhed,  the  right  teftide  ftill  remained  of  double 
the  natural  lize,  and  continued  hard  and  tender. 
About  the  twentieth  day  of  his  illnefs,  he  was 
advifed  to  ufe  fmall  quantities  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, in  the  ufual  manner  : but  after  it  had  in- 
duced an  affetftion  of  the  mouth,  which  was  con- 
tinued during  a fortnight.  Its  farther  ufe  was 
abandoned  ; the  patient  having  found  no  falu- 
tary  effed  to  arife  from  it.  After  the  forenefs 
of  his  mouth  was  gone  off,  he  made  feveral  efforts 
to  refume  his  daily  employment,  but  found  him- 
felf  unequal  to  the.  talk.  Thus  far  Brown’s  nar- 
rative : from  which  I deduce,  that,  the  injedion 
ufed  by  him  was  neither  violently  ftimulating, 
nor  ftrongly  aftringent.  The  Gonorrhea  in  this 
inftance  was  gradually  checked,  and  in  a mo- 
derate time  fuppreffed.  The  confequences  (abov^ 
recited)  fupervened  even  from  (what  many  au- 
thors would  term)  a judicious  ufe  of  injedions. 
But  to  proceed  : The  fubfequent  part  of  the  cafe 
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fell  under  Mr.  Bureau’s  and  my  own  obfervation. 
In  the  eighth  or  ninth  week  of  his  illnefs.  Brown 
was  fentj  by  an  order  from  his  captain,  to  Mr. 
Bureau,  furgeon  of  brigade  of  Royal  Eaft  Ifidla 
Volunteers.  At  that  time  I relided  with  Mr. 
Bureau,  and,  in  his  abfence,  received  the  rrian 
under  my  care.  Upon  examination,  I conceived 
the  tefticle  to  be  in  a fchirrous  ftate,  but  com- 
plicated with  Hydrocele  ; the  epididymis  was 
thickened,  and  the  fpermatic  chord  knotty  and 
enlarged.  The  other  tefticle  appeared  to  have 
fuftained  no  material  injury.  The  complaint,  in 
this  ftage  of  it,  afliimed  an  indolent  charadler ; and 
the  chief  diftrefs  arofe  from 'the  weight  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  tumor,  which  had  augmented,  by 
imperceptible  degi;ees,  until  it  had  acquired  a 
very  confiderable  bulk.  I dire61ed  him  to  take 
five  grains  of  the  extract  of  hemlock  three  times 
a day,  and  to  apply  a cataplafm,  made  of  the 
leaves  of  frefti  hemlock,  to  the  part  as  often. 
The  dofe  of  cicuta  was  gradually  increafed  until 
he  took  two  fcruples  in  the  day  ; not,  indeed, 
without  any  effedf,  but  clearly  without  any  di- 
minution of  his  complaint.  Somewhere  about  the 
twelfth  week  of  his  illnefs,  from  cold  he  liad 
taken,  he  became  feverifh ; and  Mr.  Bureau  faw 
him,  prefcribed  the  neceflary  medicines,  and  in 
a week  he  was  quite  recovered,  as  far  as  his  fever 
was  concerned.  A minute  inveftigation  now,  took 
place  of  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  difeafed  tefticle ; 
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and  the  tumor  evidently  containing  a fluid,  it 
was  thought  advifeable  to  evacuate  it.  Nearly, 
a pint  of  a chocolate-coloured  fluid  was  dif- 
charged  from  a free  opening,  made  at  the  moll 
depending  part  of  the  fwelling  5 and  from  a fcru- 
tiny  of  the  parts,  after  the  fluid  was  evacuated, 
it  appeared,  that  the  tellicle  was  completely  in  a 
' fchirrous  ftate,  and  the  fcrotufn  on  the  alFedled 
fide  very  much  thickened.  The  fluid  above  de- 
fcrlbed  was  not  contained  in  a fac,  but  was*  in 
contadl  with  the  tellicle,  whofe  coats  it  had  ma- 
terially dillended.  An  emollient  poultice  was 
applied  after  the  operation  ; and  during  the  next 
ten  davs  the  man  felt  more  comfortable  than  he 
had  done  for  a long  time  before  : the  wound  in 
the  fcrotum  did  not  heal,  and  afforded  but  a 
Imall  quantity  of  difcharge.  About  eleven  or 
twelve  days  after  the  evacuation  of  the  fluid, 
fymptoms  of  high  inflammation  appeared.  The 
patient  complained  of  violent  acute  pains  in 
the  difeafed  tellicle,  and  lie  had  a full,  hard, 
quick  pulfe.  Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
from  him,  which  produced  a very  confiderable 
abatement  of  his  pain  for  that  day  ; the  next, 
however,  all  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  recurred 
with  aggravated  force ; and  it  was  deemed  neceflary 
to  take  away  from  him  twelve^oiinces  of  blood  : 
all  the  unpleafant  fymptoms  were  by  this  means 
removed,  and  for  the  fucceeding  fortnight  no- 
thing of  moment  occurred.  At  the  end  of  that 
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period,  finding  that  the  little  comforts  he  firood 
in  need  of  were  attended  with  greater  expence 
than  he  could  continue  to  afford,  he  became  de- 
firous  of  being  removed  to  an  hofpital.  In  con- 
fequence  of  his  wifh,  Mr.  Bureau  prdcured  an 
order  for  his  admiffion  into  St.  BartIiolomew’s“ 
hofpital ; and  he  was  placed  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Blicke. 

Shortly  after  this  poor  fellow  died  ; his  brolcen 
conftitution,  and  the  extent  of  his  difeafe,  pre- 
cluding a poffibility  of  relief.  , 

Abfcefs  in  perin£Eo,and  Fiftula,  every  praftition- 
er,  I believe,  mufi:  be  well  aware,  do  occafionally 
arife  from  a fuppreflion  of  Gonorrhaea  by  aftrin- 
gent  injedlions ; for  all  the  contiguous  parts,  in 
cafes  of  Gonorrhea,  are  more  or  lefs  affedled 
with  fympathetic  inflammation,  which  may  be 
brought  to  a mifcliievous  height,  by  fupprefling 
the  difcharge  from  the  urethra.  Indeed  abfcelfes 
and  fiftulas  in  perinaeo,  fubfequent  to  Gonorrhoea, 
are  fo  well  known,  and  the  caufe  which  produces 
them  is  fo  obvious,  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous 
to  dilate  upon  the  fubjeft,  Morfe  might  be  urged 
againft  aftringent  injedlions : but  after  what  has 
already  been  advanced,  I confider  myfelf  as  au- 
thorifed  in  aflerting,  that  they  are  injurious  and 
inefficacious  in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhsea ; and 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  Faculty  to  more 
promifing  fources  of  relief. 
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CHAP.  Iir. 

Vpon  Laxatives  and  Diuretics  : arid  their  irrfuffir 
ciency  to  effect  a Cure  in  Gonorrhaa. 

I SHALL  take  up  lefs  time  in  the  difcullion  of 
this  part  of  my  fubjeft,  than  in  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding one  ; the  obfervations  I purpofe  making 
upon  it  being  fim’ple,  and  little  liable  to  refuta-  , 
tion.  It  is  probable,  that  nearly  one  half  of  the 
profeffion  are  in  the  habit  of  treating  this  difeafe 
with  injedfions  ; and  that  the  other  rely  upon  the 
life  of  evacuants,  that  is,  upon  opening  medi- 
cines, thofe  that  promote  an  increafed  fecretion 
of  urine,  and  occalional  blood-letting.  Many,  I ^ 
believe,  however,  have  recourfe  to  this  laft  prac- 
tice, not  becaufe  they  efteem  it  an  efficacious 
one,  but  with  a view  to  the  avoidance  of  thofe 
evils,  which  arife  from  the  ufe  of  injedlions. 
This  mode  of  adling,  neverthelefs,  is  very  fe- 
rioufly  objedlionable,  although  attended  with  lefs 
formidable  confequences^  than  thofe  juft  now  re- 
lated. The  moft  common  termination  of  Go- 
norrhaea,  fo  managed,  is  Gleet ; and  few  difeafes, 
with'  which  medical  men  are  converfant,  prove 
more  troublefome,  more  tedious,  or  more  un-  I 
conquerable,  than  this.  I 
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Gonorrhaea,  treated  in  the  manner  above  alluded 

to,  after  the  abatement  or  ceffation  of  the  in- 
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flammation  by  which  it  was  firft  announced,  con- 
tinues to  exert  an  influence  under  a changed 
charadler  ; and  commences  what  is  denominated 
Gleet.  A difcharge  of  a more  mucus-like  charac- 
ter is  emitted  from  the  urethra,  unaccompanied  by 
pain,  and  deftitute  of  reprodudlive  power.  The 
moft  judicious  methods  of  cure,  perflfted  in  with 
the  moft  undeviating  conftancy,  have  repeatedly  i 
proved  abortive  : the  complaint,  in  numerous  in- 
ftances,  has  continued  for  years ; has  materially 
diminifhed,  and  fometimes  even  extinguifhed  the 
virile  faculties  ; and  thus  created  the  moft  lafting 
’ uneafinefs  of  both  body  and  mind. 

Gleet  has  frequently  been  ftifled  in  patients, 
previous  to  the  forming  of  a matrimonial  connec- 
tion ; and,  immediately  after  confummation,  has 
been  reproduced ; creating,  I believe,  much  too 
often,,  the  future  mifery  of  both  the  parties  con- 
cerned. Independent  of  fuch  a probable  event. 
Gleet  is  capable  of  itfelf  of  becoming  nearly  an 
uninterrupted  fource  of  annoyance.  From  Gleet, 
a fpecies  of  ftridlure  is  generated,  charadferifed 
by  marks  very  diflimilar  to  thofe,  which  dif- 
tinguifh  ftridture  originating  from  injedlions. 
This  kind  of  ftridlure,  as  Mr.  3ell  very  juftly 
obferves,  arifes  plainly  from  a lofs  of  tone  in  the 
part  affedfed,  which  becomes  fpongy,  relaxed, 
and  tumefied. 
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It  muft  be  owing  to  a confiderable  degree  of 
tumefadlion,  that  an  impediment  to  the  flow  of 
urine  is  formed  ; and,  in  fuch  a cafe,  the  intro- 
dudtion  of  a bougie  is  lefs  difficult,  although,  in 
truth,  not  fo  ferviceable  as  in  the  other  defcrip- 
tion  of  flridlure.  For  here,  a paffage  created  by 
a bougie  is,  at  beft,  but  a compreffion  of  a fub- 
ftance  confiderably  elaftic  ; and  as  foon  as,  or  foon 
after,  the  preffiire  is  removed,  the  obftnidfing 
fubftance  recovers  its  power.  In  ftridfures  of  the 
indurated  fort,  the  bougie  is  introduced  with 
more  difficulty,  but . makes  a more  permanent 
impreffion ; in  the  fpongy  ftrldlure,  its  admif- 
fion  through  the  urethra  is  eafy,  but  its  influence 
momentary.  Hence,  although  the  cure  of  the 
former  is  attended  with  more  trouble  at  the  out- 
fet ; yet  the  progrefs,  and  tlie  event,  are  more  to 
be  relied  on  than  in  the  latter. 

A cafe  occurs  at  prefent  to  my  recolledHon, 
among  many  inlfances  of  fpongy  ftridf  ure,  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  fubmitted  to  my 
notice,  wherein  the  patient,  from  Gonorrhaea, 
treated  after  the  evacuant  plan,  was  fubfequently 
afflidfed  with  Gleet,  and  finally  with  Stridture. 
He  has  been  neceffitated  to  ufe  a bougie  con- 
ftantly  for  the  lafli  twelve  months  ; and  cannot 
void  urine  freely,  without  its  afliftance.  This 
fpongy  ftridfure  is  what  I conceive  Mr.  Daran, 
and  other  French  and  Englilh  furgeons  of  that 
day^  miflook  for  caruncle  ; and  the  indurated 

kind 


kind  they  imagined  to  be  the  cicatrice  of  an  old 
ulcer  of  the  urethra. 

As  the  pradlice  I am  now  commenting  upon 
is  adoptedj  for  ^ the  moft  part,  I believe,  from  3, 
non-acquaintance  with  efFedlive  means  of  cure  ; 
and  as  the  conclulions  of  cafes  thus  treated  are 
by  no  means  uniformly  fatisfadory ; I diall  for^ 
bear  any  farther  animadverfions  upon  it,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  confideration  of  the  fucceeding  .part 
of  my  futye6t.^t-.|  , ; o,.  : ,0  r 
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CHAP.  IV. 

On  the  Inability  of  Nature  unajjijled  to  effedl  a 
Cure  of  Gonorrhoea  virulenta. 

It  has  been  aflertcd  by  feme  writers  of  high 
and  deferred  profeffional  reputation^  that  nature, 
iinaflifted  by  art,  is  equal  to  the  talk  of  effedfing 
a cure  of  Gonorrhsea.  In  reply  to  this  affertion, 
I can  only  remark,  that  I have  feen  feveral  cafes 
of  Gonorrhaea,  wherein  patients,  either  from  a 
relu6lance  to  difclofe  their  litaation,  or  from  a 
belief  in  the  dodlrine  above  mentioned,  had  neg- 
ledled  to  ufe  any  remedy  ; and  in  all  thefe  cafes. 
Gleet  or  Stri(5lure,  either  lingly  or  unitedly,  en- 
fued. 

This  is  the  only  argument  I can  adduce 
againft  a dodlrine  of  this  kind.  Upon  fuch  a 
fubjedb,  we  may  reafon  and  difpute  ad  infinitum^ 
without  making  any  progrefs  : experience  alone 
muft  determine  the  queftion.  And  as  all  the  in-r 
ftances,  which  have  occurred  within  the  fphere 
of  itiy  obfervation,  tend  completely  to  the  con- 
tradidlion  of  this  theory,  I do  not  helitate  to  de- 
clare, that  I confider  fuch  an  opinion  to  be  not 
only  an  erroneous  one,  but  one  calculated  to 
create  an  accumulation  of  mifehiefs,  and  to  pro- 
duce an  addition  to  the  great  bulk  of  human  dif- 
eafes, 
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CHAP.  V, 


' ' On  the  life  of  mercurial  lujeSlions. 

Mr  . Whateley,  in  his  book,  obferves,  that  fo- 
lutions  of  the  hydrargyms  muriatus  have  a loco- 
fpecific  efFe6l  in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhsea.  But 
this  opinion  I cannot  adopt.  If  folutions  of  fub- 
limate  have  any  beneficial  eft’e^ls,  they  can  only 
produce  them,  where  inflammation  alone  exifts, 
and  previous  to  the  formation  of  matter.  Injec-- 
tions  in  fuch  an  early  fiage  of  the  difeafe,  or  ra- 
ther prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  true  difeafe, 
properly  fo  called,  of  calomel,  I believe  have  the 
power  to  allay  inflammation,  and  to  prevent  the 
accefiion  of  more  unpleafant  fymptoms^  better 
than  any  other  remedy.  But  after  the  difcharge 
takes  place  from  the  urethra,  I will  be  bold  to 
aflert,  that  mercurial  ones  poflefs  no  fuperiority 
over  any  other  kind  of  injedlions  in  common 
life. 

The  urethra  being  connedled  with  the  abforbent 
fyftem,  by  means  of  its  own  abforbents,  would 
(were  the  virus  of  Gonorrhaea  capable  of  produc- 
ing conftitutional  ailment)  uniformly  convey  the 
poifon  into  the  fyftem  ; and  then  general  reme- 
dies would  alone  be  competent  to  the  extindfion 
pf  fuch  difeafe.  In  one  word,  Gonorrhaea  muft 

be 


be  decidedly  a local,  or  a conftitutional,  com- 
plaint : if  a local  one,  mercurial  remedies  caa 
have  no  peculiar  claim  to  preference : and  if  it 
be  a conftitutional  One,  I am  at  a lofs  to  conceive 
upon  what  plea  folutions  of  fublimate  can  in^ 
the  ftighteft  degree  be  relied  upon. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Cafes  of  Gonorrhoea  cured  hy  the  Method  now 
recommended. 

Preparatory  to  the  confideration  of  the 
method  of  treatment  I am  about  to  defcribe,  I 
fhall  ftate  the  means,  by  which  I was  induced  to 
form  the  following  opinions. 

Having  long  lamented  the  general  inefficacy 
of  the  medicines  employed  in  the  cure  of  Go^ 
norrhsea,  the  unfteadinefs  of  patients  in  purfu* 
ing  the  line  of  condu6l  recommended  for  their 
adoption,  and  the  formidable  effedfs  arihng  from 
the  operation  of  thefe  caufes,  I was  impelled  to 
make  various  experiments,  in  order  to  difcover 
how  fuch  ferious  evils  might  beft  be  obviated. 
Amongft  a number  of  other  things,  that  I had 
recourfe  to,  were  weak  folutions  of  nitrated  lilver, 
by  way  of  inje<ftion;  and  alfo  feveral  of  the  ftrong 
acids  copioufly  diluted,  for  the  fame  purpofe  : but 
in  thefe  experiments  the  refults  were  unfavourable. 
Accident,  however,  in  the  year  1798,  led  me  into 
a path  of  inveftigation,  which,  after  much  labour , 
and  anxiety,  has  at  length  crowned  my  wiffies 
witii  fuccefs.  In  the  month  of  May,  1798,  a 
woman  aged  48.  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
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mew’s  hofpltal,  as  a patient  of  Mr.  (now  Sir 
James)  Eafle.  Her  complaint  was  an  Elephan- 
tiafis  of  one  leg ; llie  had  been  afflidled  with  it 
eight  years,  and  during  that  period  had  fruit- 
lefsly  fought  relief,  in  various  hofpitals,  and  at 
other  public  charities,  in  London.  Cauftics,  blif- 
ters,  and  numerous  other  medicaments,  had  proved 
inert,  and  totally  incapable  of  penetrating  the 
thick  fcabrous  coat,  with  which  the  whole  leg 
was  incafed  up  to  the  knee.  The  woman’s  health 
was  impaired,  and  her  mind  wearied  and  dif*- 
trelTed.  The  medical  gentlemen  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s, from  the  hiftory  and  long  duration 
of  this  difeafe,  entertained,  I believe,  little  hope  of 
proving  ufeful  to  this  poor  creature.  Curiofity 
induced  me  to  fee  this  cafe,  of  which  I had  acci- 
dentally heard.  About  this  time,  a controverfy 
between  fome  eminent  pradlitioners,  refpedfing 
the  external  agency  of  tartarifed  antimony,  had 
fallen  into  my  hands.  After  I had  feen  the  pa- 
tient, I conceived  that  this  preparation  of  anti- 
mony, combined  with  other  adfive  medicines, 
might  be  able  to  produce  very  powerful  efFedls 
upon  the  difeafed  leg. 

I communicated  my  ideas  upon  the  fubjedl  to 
Mr.  Earle,  in  an  anonymous  letter,  and  recom; 
mended  an  ointment,  compofed  of  tartarifed  anti- 
mony, camphor,  ceratum  fabinas,  and  redlified 
oil  of  amber,  to  be  applied  to  the  difeafed  leg  twice 
daily,  and  fo  as  to  envelope  all  the  difeafed  part. 
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The  effedl  of  this  application  was  violent,  but  fa- 
iutary.  A profufe  difcharge,  accompanied  with 
naufea,  and  conliderable  unealinefs  of  a general 
nature,  rendered  it  prudent  occalionally  to  inter- 
mit the  ufe  of  the  ointment ; which  was  refumed 
at  proper  intervals.  By  a judicious  ufe  of  this  oint- 
ment, together  with  other  fubfidiary  means,  the 
patient  was  materially  amended  ; but  being  anx- 
ious to  be  freed  from  an  irkfome  confinement, 
and  too  much  depending  upon  the  improvement 
of  her  leg,  fiie  quitted  the  hofpital  before  a cure 
was  completed. 

I have  no  doubt,  however,  that  a perfedl  and 
permanent  cure  would  have  been  accomplifhed 
by  perfeverance  in  the  plan  recommended  to 
her. 

The  refult  of  this  experiment  taught  me  that 
much  might  be  fairly  expelled  from  tartar i fed  an- 
timony, as  a chirurgical  medicine.  Gonorrhaea 
I had  long  contemplated  as  a local  difeafe  only, 
and  confequently  I confined  my  attention  to  lo- 
cal methods  of  cure.  I found  from  obfervation, 
that  when  the  difeafe  fpeedily  alTumed  a diredt 
inflammatory  charadler,  and  when  matter  was 
foon  formed,  and  difcharged  in  copious  quantity, 

, it  was  evidently  lefs  formidable,  tlian  in  thofe 
cafes,  where  it  had  formed  itfelf  gradatirn,  and 
difplayed  fomething  of  a chronic  difpofition.  I 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  the  one  cafe  the 
cure  is  more  eafily  effedted,  and  the  difeafe  itfelf 
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lefs  troublefome  to  tlie,  patient,  than  in  the  other. 
Upon  this  principle,  I thought,  that  to  expedite 
the  formation  of  pus^  and  to  encourage  an  abun- 
dant flow  of  it,  would  facilitate  the  cure  of  Go- 
norrhea. This  opinion  was  corroborated  by 
cafes  of  Gonorrhea,  fupprelTed  by  inje(5lioas,  and 
fucceeded  by  Hernia  humoralis : for  in  fuch 
cafes,  if  there  be  excited,  by  artificial  means,  a 
return  of  the  difcharge,  for  the  relief  of  the  tef- 
ticle,  that  returning  difcharge  is  far  more  manage-  , 
able  than  the  primary  one.  Reafoning  in  this 
manner,  it  feemed  probable,  that,  if  any  fliimulant 
more  powerful  than  the  gonorrhaeal  Virus  could 
be  brought,  in  an  early  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
to  produce  a difcharge  from  the  urethra,  the 
agency  of  that  Virus  would  be  overpowered,  and 
the 'difeafe  itfelf  fupplanted  by  an  artificial  one, 
more  tradtable,  and  more  eafily  fupprefled,  than 
the  other.  The  difcharge,  I have  before  ob- 
ferved,  is  the  beft  remedy  for  the  inflammation ; 
and  as  the  painful  and  mofi:  troublefome  fymp- 
toms  of  Gonorrhasa  are  greater,  or  lefs,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  inflammation ; fo  by  a 
copious  produdlion  of  pus  they  will  be  mofl 
fpeedily  relieved.  Tartarifed  antimony,  from  its 
adtivity  in  the  cafe  of  Elephantiafls,  appeared  to 
hold  out  a fair  profpedl  of  producing  fuch  efledts 
as  I wiflied  for.  I made  feveral  experiments  with 
bougies,  encafed  with  plafter,  chiefly  compoferi 
of  tartarifed  antimony ; and  after  various  altera- 
tions 
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tions  and  modifications  of  my  firft  plan,  I have 
at  length  been  fortunate  enough  to  fucceed  in 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  in  the  firfl;  place,  by  in- 
jeftions,  wherein  the  above-named  medicine 
claims  the  principal  charadfer ; and  fecondarily, 
by  the  help  of  bougies. 

It  will  be  unnecefTary  to  enumerate  all  the  lit- 
tle difficulties  I had  to  encounter  with,  in  the 
profecution  of  an  experimental  inquiry ; by  which 
the  truth  and  corredlnefs  of  my  ideas  were  either 
to  be  corroborated  and  confirmed,  or  diferedited 
and  overthrown,  I ffiall  content  m5'felf,  there- 
fore, wdth  relating  fuch  cafes  only,  as  will  admit 
of  unconfufed  pradlical  inferences  ; and  from 
which,  ufeful  amendments  in  the  treatment  of 
this'difeafe  may  be  derived. 

I have  to  lament,  that  the  fadfs,  which  it  is  in 
my  power  to  produce,  are  fo  few  : I hope,  how- 
ever, that  I ffiall  be  juflified  in  publiffiing  my 
fentiments  upon  this  fubjedt,  although  fupported 
by  fo  fmall  a body  of  evidence,  as,  if  my  opi- 
nions are  corredt,  and  my  inferences  well  found- 
ed, they  will  be  able  to  maintain  themfelves ; and 
If  my  dedudlions  are  erroneous,  they  will  be 
liable  to  do  lefs  mifehief,  than  if  they  were  fuf- 
talned  by  an  abundance  of  miftaken  authority. 

CASE  I. 

Mr.  S , aged  19,  afflidfed  with  Gonorrhsca 

virulenta,  applied  to  me  in  January  laff.  His 
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complaint  had  commenced  four  days  before  his 
application  for  advice.  He  voided  his  urine  with 
confiderable  pain  and  difficulty,  almoft  guttatlm  ; 
a thin  ichorous  difcharge  was  emitted  from  the 
urethra,  and  he  was  troubled  with  chordee.  I or- 
dered him  a briik  purgativ'e,  to  be  taken  Imme- 
diately ; and  upon  vihting  him  In  the  evening, 
after  the  operation  of  the  cathartic,  I made  ufe 
of  the  following  inje<51:Ion,  in  the  manner  I am 
about  to  defcribe. 

R.  Camphor®  pulv.  fcrupulim. 

Antimon.  tart. 

P.  g.  Arabic!  aa  drachmam  curti  femijfe. 

Aqu®  pur®  uncias  fex.  M.  injedl. 
Diredfing  Mr.  S.  to  bring  the  lides  of  the  ure- 
thra into  contadV,  below  the  feat  of  the  inflam- 
mation, by  preflTure,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  pre- 
vent any  of  the  injetSHon  from  pafling  beyond  a 
proper  limit,  I threw  a fyringe-full  of  it  up  the 
urethra,  and  retained  it  there  for  the  fpace  of  a 
minute.  This  I repeated  twice  : I then  advifed 
ray  patient  to  lay  himfelf  upon  the  bed  ; and  or- 
dered him  an  anodyne  draught.  He  felt  fome 
pain  and  uneafinefs  at  firfl,  but  was  foon  relieved 
by  the  opiate.  The  next  mcrning,  the  difcharge 
feemed  to  have  increafed  (lightly,  and  I repeated 
the  injexftion,  retaining  it  in  the  urethra  fomewhat' 
longer  than  I did  the  preceding  evening.  About 
noon  this  day,  the  fixth  of  Mr.  S’s.  illnefs,  I was 
fent  for,  and  found  that  my  patient’s  pain  had 
been  gradmilly  augmenting,  fince  the  ufe  of  the 
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injeAion  in  the  morning  ; the  penis  appeared 
turgid,  and  conliderably  inflamed,  and  but  little 
difcharge  could  be  perceived.  I took  imme- 
diately eight  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  or- 
dered that  the  penis  fhould  • be  frequently  im- 
merfed  in  warm  water,  or  fomented,  and  that  a 
folution  of  gum  Arabic  and  nitre  fliould  be  drank 
in  confiderable  quantity.  In  the  evening  I had 
the  pleafure  to  And  my  patient  much  amended  ; 
the  inflammation  had  abated,  matter  began  to 
appear,  and  the  pain  in  midlurition  was  lefs  acute. 
He  was  defired  to  take  the  anodyne  at  bed-time. 

yth  day.  This  morning  I found  that  Mr.  S. 
had  refted  well,  had  not  been  troubled  with  erec- 
tions, and  that  the  difcharge  was  increafing.  He 
was  diredfed  to  repeat  his  cathartic  medicine,  to 
continue  the  ufe  of  the  nitrous  drink,  and  to  keep 
as  quiet  as  he  conveniently  could.  He  repeated 
his  anodyne  draught  at  bed-time. 

8th  day  My  patient  had  refted  w^ell,  had  not 
been  troubled  with  chordee,  felt  little  pain  in 
midlurition  ; but  as  the  difcharge  was  not  fo  co-  • 
pious  as  1 wiflied  it  to  be,  I repeated  the  injec- 
tion, only  iiflng  it  of  half  the  ftrength  of  the 
former  one.  This  1 repeated  again  in  the  even- 
ing, at  the  fame  time  recommending  the  anodyne, 
only  if  reftlefs  or  in  pain. 

9th  day.  Mr.  S.  was  improving  in  every  re- 
fpedl ; the  flow  of  matter  was  abundant,  and  of 
a good  colour  and  conflftence.  The  opiate  had 
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not  been  found  neceflary  the  preceding  night. 
He  required  his  opening  medicine  this  morning,’ 
and  was  alfo  advifed  to  continue  the  ufe  of  his 
mucilaginous  drink.  The  ufe  of  the  injedlion  w'as 
difcontinued.  ’ 

loth  day.  The  difcharge  was  the  only  fymp- 
tom  of  complaint  that  remained. 

nth  day.  The  difcharge  decreafed  a little, 
i 2th  day.  It  leffened  more  conliderably ; and 
on  the  13th  day  of  the  complaint,  I thought  it 
tidvifable  to  attempt  the  final  part  of  the  cure, 
by  affording  a mechanical  fupport  to  the  dif* 
eafed  part. 

In  all  cafes  of  Gonorrhaea,  which  I have  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining,  a week  or  two  after 
the  ceffation  of  the  difcharge,  I have  found  a 
flight  obftru^fion,  harder,  or  more  fpongy,  in 
proportion  to  the  means  employed  in  the  cure  of 
the  complaint,  upon  attempting  to  pafs  that  part 
of  the  urethra,  where  the  complaint  had  pre- 
vioufly  exifted. 

From  this  circumftance  I conceived,  that  it 
would  be  a very  defirable  thing  to  ftrengthen 
the  debilitated  part  of  the  urethra,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  reftore  it  to  its  regular  and  original  de- 
gree of  tenuity. 

In  that  ftage  of  Gonorrluea,  where  the  dif- 
charge arifes  from  a weakened  ffate  of  the  ure- 
thra, not  from  the  adlive  operation  of  the  poifon, 
an  elalHc  bougie  appeared  likel)'-  to  reftore  the 

vigour 


( 37  ) ' V 

rigour  of  the  weakened  part,  by  giving  it  a me- 
chanical fupport  ; thereby  allowing  the  urethra 
as  it  were  a breathing  time,  in  which  the  natural 
powers  of  the  part  might  a<5l ; and  it  would  like- 
wife  preferve  an  equal  circumference  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  the  canal. 

Reafoning  in  this  manner,  I was  induced  on 
the  13th  day  of  Mr.  S’s.  illnefs  (after  throwing 
' up  a fyringe-full  or  two  of  a weak  folution  of 
lead,  in  order  to  remove  any  particles  of  matter 
that  might  be  lodged  in  the  urethra)  to  introduce 
an  elaftic  bougie;  and  I fufFered  it  to  remain  in 
the  urethra  for  nearly  the  fpace  of  live  minutes. 
In  the  evening  I again  introduced  it ; and  it  was 
retained  fifteen  minutes  without  inconvenience. 

14th  day.  The  difcharge  was  decrealing  ; the 
bougie  was  introduced  with  the  fame  precaution 
as  yellerday,  and  retained  in  the  urethra  half  an 
hour,  morning  and  evening. 

15th  day.  The  difcharge  ftill  lefs;  the  bougie 
retained  an  hour,  each  time  of  ufing  it, 

1 6th  day.  The  difcharge  trivial ; the  bougie  as 
. yefterday. 

-17th  day.  No  difcharge  perceptible.  The  ufe 
of  the  bougie  was  continued  however  for  a week 
longer,  twice  daily,  and  for  an  hour  each  time. 

Mr.  S.  has  remained  perfedlly  free  from  any 
unealinefs  of  this  kind  ever  fince  ; and,  unlefs 
from  frelli  infedlion,  will  be  perfonally  unac- 
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quainted  with  ftridture,  or  any  other  difeafe  of 
the  urethra. 

I fhall  relate  the  following  cafes  more  fuc- 
cindlly  than  I have  done  the  preceding  one  ; the 
fymptomS;,  progrefs,  and  refult  being  nearly  li- 
milar  In  all.  Conceiving  that^  in  fo  common 
and  well  known  a difeafe,  an  enumeration  of 
’ every  trivial  lymptom  would  only  augment  the 
quantity,  without  adding  any  thing  to  the  value 
of  this  little  work,  I have  forborne  to  detail  any 
circumftances,  but  fuch  as  appeared  immediately 
neceflary  to  the  elucidation  of  my  fubjedV. 

Having  premifed  thus  much,  I fhall  proceed, 
without  any  farther  comment^  to  relate  my  cafes, 
in  the  order,  in  which  they  occurred  to  my  no- 
tice. ' 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

A gentleman,  aged  24,  confulted  me  early  in 
the  month  of  February  laft,  three  days  after  the 
appearance  of  Gonorrhcea.  He  had  been  twi(?e 
before  afflidled  with  it,  and  each  time,  upon  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  difcharge,  had  fuffered  feverely 
from  Hernia  humoralis.  After  ftating  to  him 
my  opinions,  and  the  reafons  upon  which  thofe 
opinions  w^ere  founded,  he  was  very  willing  to 
fubmit  his  complaint  entirely  to  my  care.  At 
this  time  he  had  a flight  difcharge  from  the  ure- 
thra ; he  experienced  the  common  uneaflnefs  in^ 
midfurition,  but  had  no  chordee.  I ordered  him 
a cathartic  * draught,  to  be  taken  immediately,  at 
the  fame  time  adviflng,  that  the  tefticles  fhoiild 
be  fupported  by  a fufpenfory  trufs  'j'* 

In 

* The  draught,  which  I am  In  the  habit  of  ufing  upon  thefe 
occafions,  is  as  follows,  only  increafing  or  diminifliing  the 
quantity  of  the  pulv,  jalap,  as  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  may 
require. 

R.  P.  fal.  polychreft.  dracbmam. 

t 

Jalapii  granas  xv. 

, Infuf.  fennze  uncias  duas. 

Sp,  aether,  nitrof.  dracbmam. 

Conf.  opiat.^r.  v.  M. 

F'.  hauft. 

f I conceive  that,  In  all  cafes  of  Gonorrhaea,.  it  is  highly 
hnportant  to  take  this  precaution;  and  would  wifli  that  it 
• ' • c a (hould 


( 40  ) . • , 

In  the  evening  finding  that  the  opening  me- 
dicine had  fufficiently  operated,  I threw  up  the 
urethra  a fyringe-full  of  the  antimonial  injec- 
tion * thHce,  with  the  fame  precaution  as  was 
before  mentioned  in  Mr.  S’s.  cafe. 

At  bed-time  I adminiflered  a grain  of  opium; 
and  the  next  morning  was  informed,  that  my  pa- 
tient had  refted  tolerably.  I could  difcover  no 
difcharge  from  the  urethra ; but  the  difficulty  and 
pain  in  difcharging  urine  were  increafed.  I re- 
peated the  injedlion  as  yefterday  ; and  recom- 
mended a frequent  immerfion  of  the  penis  in 
warm  water.  My  patient  was  directed  to  drink 
copioufly  of  barley-water ; and  I ordered  him  a 
powder  compofed  of  the  kali  tartar,  and  the  kali 
nitrat.  of  the  former  one  drachm,"  of  the  latter  a 
fcruple,  to  be  taken  every  fix  hours.  In  the  even- 
ing of  this  day  a little  difcharge  appeared ; the 
injedlion  was  repeated,  and  the  anodyne  pill  ex- 
hibited. 

On  the  6th  morning  of  the  complaintj  a dif- 


fhould  be'underftood  as  forming  a part  of  my  general  praAice, 
in  every  cafe. 

* In  this  cafe  the  injeftion  was  only  half  as  ftrong  as  in  the 
foregoing  cafe  : I have,  however,  to  prevent  miftakes,  fubjoined 
the  prefeription. 

II.  Camph.  pulv.  x. 

Anlimon.  tart,  gran,  xlv. 

Pulv.  gum.  Arab,  dracbmam. 

Aquae  fontanae  uncias /ex.  M. 
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charge  of  a purulent  kind  appeared,  and  the  in- 
flammatory fymptoms  were  fomewhat  lefs  trou- 
blefome.  The  patient  was  advifed  to  immerfe 
the  penis  frequently  in  warm  water,  to  continue 
the  powders,  and  to  drink  freely  of  barley-water. 
^This  evening  the  difcharge  vilibly  increafed,  and 
the  complaint  was  lefs  troublefome. 

On  the  feventh  morning  I found  that  a plenti- 
ful fecretion  of  matter  had  mitigated  all  the  un- 
pleaiant  fymptoms : the  patient  perfevered  in  the 
ufe  of  his  powders  and  drink,  but  was  delired  to 
omit  the  opiate. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day,  the  ca- 
thartic draught  was  exhibited  : at  noon  the  pa- 
tient was  eafy,  and  the  difcharge  abundant ; and 
at  night  he  voided  his  urine  with  much  lefs  un- 
eafinefs  -than  he  had  done  lince  the  commence- 
ment of  his  complaint. 

During  the  ninth  day  nothing  of  moment  oc- 
curred : the  fecretion  of  matter  was  abundant,  and 
he  difeafe  proceeding  in  a very  favourable  manner. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  tenth  day,  the  difcharge 
a>peared  rather  to  decreafe. 

On  the  eleventh  day,  the  difcharge  was  evi- 
dntly  lefs;  on  the  twelfth,  conflderably  diml- 
niied ; and  on  the  thirteenth,  the  bougie  * was 
intoduced  twice,  fifteen  minutes  each  time. 

■*  t is  neceffary,  before  the  introduAion  of  the  bougie,  always 
to  cltnfe  the  urethra,  by  throwing  up  a fyringc-full  of  any 
rpUd  ijuid. 


On 
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On  the  fifteenth  day,  a very  trifling  quantity 
of  matter  appeared  ; and  on  the  feventeenth  none. 
The  bougie  was  ufed  for  four  days  after,  twice 
daily,  and  an  hour  each  time.  The  powders  were 
continued  until  the  fifteenth  day  ; and  he  drank 
little  befide  barley-water  and  tea,  until  the  ufe  of 
the  boiirgie  was  difcontinued. 


\ 


\ 
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CASE  III. 

Near  the  clofe  of  February,  1801,  a young 
gentleman,  aged  17,  lix  days  after  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  Gonorrhtea,  placed  himfelf' under  my 
care. 

A con^derable  quantity  of  ofFenfive  matter,  of 
a very  thin  ccnfiffence,  occafionally  mixed  with 
blood,  was  difcharged  from  the  urethra;  great 
pail-  was  experienced  in  midlurition,  accom- 
panied by  violent  fpafmodic  contradlions  of  the  ' 
urethra  ; and  in  the'night  chordee  was  very  trou- 
ble fome. 

This  patient,  by  the  advice  of  an  acquaintance, 
had  taken  fome  Glauber  falts,  and  feveral  dofes  of 
the  common  mercurial  pill : but  perceiving  that 
his  complaint  was  rather  augmenting  than  dimi-. 
nifhing,  he  applied  to  me. 

The  ftate  of  his  bowels  rendering  opening  me- 
dicines unneceffary,  I advifed  him  to  drink  largely 
of  barley-water,  and  to  take  one  of  the  following 
powders  every  lix  hours. 

R.  Pulv.  g.  Arabic. 

Kali  nitr.  aa  fcrupulum.  M. 

F‘.  pulv. 

On  the  morning  of  the  feventh  day  I ufed  an 
injeftion,  limilar  to  that  employed  in  the  fecond 
cafe  ; and  in  the  evening  I repeated  it.  An  ano- 
dyne 
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dyne  draught  was  taken  at  bed-time  ; and  in  the 
morning  of  the  eighth  day  I was  informed',  that 
my  patient  had  refted  fomewhat  better  than  he  had 
lately  been  accuftomed  to  do,  and  that  the  chordee 
•was  rather  lefs  troiiblefome  than  heretofore  : the 
difcharge  was  diminifhed  cbnliderably ; but  the 
other  fymptoms  were  rather  aggravated.  The  in- 
jedlion  was  repeated  ; the  penis  was  frequently 
hnmerfed  in  warm  water  ; and  the  medicines  were 
continued^  This  evening  the  quantity  of  dif- 
charge was  inconliderable,  but  the  quality  of  it 
better  : the  injedfion  was  again  employed ; and 
the  anodyne  ordered  to  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

9th  day.  The-  difcharge  was  more  copious; 
and  the  other  fymptoms  were  mitigated  : the  in- 
jedtion  was  omitted ; but  the  powders,  and  im- 
merfions  of  the  penis  in  warm  water,  were  per- 
lifted  in. 

loth  day.  Finding  that  the  difcharge  was  not 
fo  freely  produced  as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  I 
ufed  the  injedtion  again  this  morning  ; increaling 
its  ftrength  by  employing  only  four  ounces  of 
water  for  the  fufpenlion  of  the  former  quantity 
of  the  other  ingredients.  This  evening  I per- 
ceived little  alteration,  except  fome  increafe  of 
inflammation  in  the  urethra : I repeated  the  in- 
jedlion  ; . ordered  the  anodyne  to  be  taken  at  bed- 
time, and  a cathartic  draught  early  the  next 
morning. 

j ith  day.  After  the  operation  of  the  opening 

' medi- 
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medicine,  the  difcharge  increafe'd : the  ufe  of 
injection  was  difcontinued ; and  at  night  the 
opiate  was  taken.  The  next  morning  a very  co- 
pious difcharge  was  perceived  : the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  were  moderated  ; and  during  this  day 
the  complaint  aflTumed  a very  favourable  appear- 
ance. 

13th  day.  A good  night’s  reft,  without  the  aid 
of  the  opiate,  indicated  a 'regular  improvement: 
no  chordee  or  fpafmodic  contra6lion  of  the  pe- 
nis upon  voiding  urine  had  occurred  flnce  the 
ninth  day  of  the  difeafe  ; and  the  difcharge  was 
plentiful,  and  wore  a very  healthy  afpecft.  ^ 

Upon  the  fifteenth  day  the  difcharge  began' to 
diminllh  ; and  on  the  eighteenth  I introduced  a 
bougie  twice,  retaining  it  in  the  urethra  half  an 
hour  each  time. 

On  the  twenty-firft  day  all  appearance  of  dif- 
eafe was  banifhed  ; and  on  the  twenty-fourth  or 
twenty-fifth  the  ufe  of  the  bougie  was  relin- 
quifhed. 
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CASE  IV.  - 

Upon  the  fifft  day  of  March  laft  I was  fent 
for  by  a young  gentleman,  aged  io,  who  had 
been  two  years  before  infe6ted  by  the-  gonorrhaeal 
poifon. 

At  that  time  he  rehded  in  a remote  part  of  the 
country  ; and  either  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  dif- 
clofe  his  fituation,  or  from  a want  of  confidence 
in  the  Ikill  of  the  profeffional  perfons  in  his 
neighbourhood,  he  allowed  the  poifon  to  operate 
without  oppofition. 

A virulent  difcharge,  accompanied  by  other 
common  fymptoms,  had  continued  for  a confi- 
derable  fpace  of  time  ; and  a gleet  Hill  remained, 
when  he  firft  confulted  me. 

My  patient  informed  me,  that  he  had  often  ex- 
perienced fudden  interruptions  to  the  regular  flow 
of  his  urine,  particularly  if  he  liad  been  at  any 
time  expofed  to  cold,  when  alfo  the  difcharge  . 
was  commonly  increafed.  He  likewife  com-' 
plained  of  feveral  fmall  hard  lumps,  difperfed 
about  the  tefticlcs,  one  of  which  he  thought  was 
much  enlarged. 

Upon  attempting  to  introduce  a bougie,  I 
found  a foft,  but  confiderable,  obftru6lion  in  the 

urethra 
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\irethra,  which  was  paffed  by  with  fome  diffi- 
culty. After  withdrawing  the  bougie,  I examined 
the  tefticles  and  parts  adjacent,  and  readily  per- 
ceived that  the  right  teftis  almoft  doubled  its  na- 
tural lize,  and  was  much  lefs  foft  than  in  the 
healthy  (late  ; the  epididymis  likewife  was  ma- 
terially thickened  ; fmall  indurations  w^ere  fcat- 
tered  about  the  right  fide  of  the  ferotum,  and  the 
fpermatic  chord  on  the  fame  fide  was  much, 
knotted  and  enlarged. 

I recommended  him  to  take  an  anodyne  at 
bed^time  ; to  employ  the  bougie  as  a remedy  for 
the  difeafe  of  the  urethra  ; to  fupport  the  tejfii- 
cles  by  means  of  a proper  trufs  ; and  to  life  half 
a dram  of  the  ung.  mere.  fort,  in  the  common 
manner  at  night. 

Thefe  remedies  were  fteadily  employed  for  ten 
days;  the  mercury  had  evidently  affedfed  the 
gums,  the  gleet  was  diminifhed,  the  flow  of  urine 
lefs  impeded ; but  the  complaint  of  the  tefticle 
and  chord  unimproved. 

On  the  eleventh  day  I laid  afide  the  mercurial 
ointment,  advifed  a perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  the 
bougie,  and  preferibed  as  follows  ; 

R.  Aquas  rofae  unc'ias  duas. 

Acid,  vitriol,  dibit,  gult.  xxx. 

T.  Opii  gutt.  V.  M. 

F'.  liauft.  ter  quotidie  fumendus. 
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R.  Antimon.  tart, 

Camph.  pulv.  aa  fcmp.  iv. 

Extr.  cicutas  drachmas  Pres. 

Ung.  mercur.  fort,  femunciam.  M. 

F‘.  unguentum. 

A part  of  the  foregoing  ointment  was  fpread 
upon  lint,  and  applied  in  the  morning,  fo  as  to 
envelope  the  difeafed  fide  of  the  fcrotum  only : 
at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening  it  had  excited  a 
flight  irritation  of  the  part  merely,  and  the  ap- 
plication was  repeated.  In  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth  day  I perceived  feveral  fmall  vefications 
of  the  fcrotum,  to  which,  after  the  evacuation  of 
what  little  fluid  they  contained,  a drefiing  of 
Goulard's  cerate  was  applied. 

The  next  day,  the  excoriations  being  nearly 
well,  I re-applied  the  antimonial  ointment ; and  this 
evening  a more  copious  vefication  and  difcharge 
were  obtained.  For  nine  days  I preferved  as 
equally  as'  I could,  in  this  manner,  an  increafed 
aftion  of  the  difeafed  part,  and  by  moderating 
occafionally  the  degree  of  inflammation,  I pre- 
vented the  occurrence  of  any  unpleafant  fymp- 
toms.  Thus  by  thefe  means  I had  the  pleafure 
pf  removing  in  a few  weeks  a difeafe,  which  has 
oftentimes  required  the  attention  of  months  to 
accomplifh  its  eradication. 

I firfl;  took  charge  of  this  cafe  on  the  firfl;  day 
of  March ; and  left  my  patient  cured  upon  the 
twenty-third  of  the  fame  month. 


I have 


I have  recited  this  cafe  for  two  reafons  : firft, 
becaufe  it  is  one  amongft  many,  that  ftrongly  mi- 
litates againft  the  do6lrine  of  nature’s  ability  to 
cure  Gonorrhea  ; and  fecondly,  becaufe  / it  is 
calculated  to  throw  fome  light  upon  the  opera- 
tive powers  of  tartarifed  antimony,  when  applied 
externally. 
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CASE  V. 

I 

This  patient  applied  t9  me  two  days  after  a 
difcovery  of  his  ailment,  which  was  manifefted 
by  all  the  fymptoms  comrnon  in  fo  early  a ftage 
of  the  difeafe.  I recommended  the  ufe  of  pow- 
ders, limilar  to  thofe  prefcribed  in  the  fecond 
cafe ; and  having  previoufly  exhibited  a cathar- 
tic draught,  in  the  evening  of  the  third  day  I 
employed  the  antimonial  injedlion,  as  in  the  fe- 
cond cafe.  An  opiate  w^as  taken  at  bed-time  ; 
and  the  next  day  the  injection  was  re-employed 
twice ; the  fifth  day  a pretty  free  difcharge  was 
produced,  the  ufe  of  the  injedlion  was  abandoned, 
and  the  medicines  were  continued.  On  the  fixth 
day  the  difcharge  was  fufficiently  ample  ; on 
, the  ninth  day  the  bougie  was  firft  introduced ; 
on  the  fourteenth  its  ufe  was  relinquifhed,  and 
, the  patient  freed  from  difeafe. 

CASE  VI. 

Differed  nothing  from  thofe  cafes  of  Conor- 
rhaea  before  recorded,  except  that  from  fome 
caufe  (probably  the  ufe  of  wine,  or  an  impru- 
dence of  a fimilar  defcription)  the  inflammation 
was  carried  beyond  defirable  bounds,  rendering 
vensefedlion  requifite.  The  remedies  were  the 
fame  with  thofe  before  enumerated,  the  event  was 
the  fame,  and  the  complaint  was  of  fifteen  days 
duration  onlv. 


CASE 
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CASE' VII;  ‘ ' 

An  hair-dreffer,  who  had  obtained  medical  ad- 
vice in  London  for  a Gonorrhea  there  contradl- 
ed,  after  a fuppofed  cure  returned  to  Oxford.  A 
fhort  time  after  his  return^  the  complaint  re- 
appeared in  a degree  lefs  violent  than  originally, 
but  conliderable  enough  to  excite  much  alarm  and 
uneafinefs.  As  he  had  been  advifed  to  ufe  injedtions 
wLilft  in  London,!  refolved  to  give  them  a fair  trial 
in  this  refufcitated  difeafe.  By  my  diredlion,  there- 
fore, he  firft  ufed  a folution  of  vitriolated  zinc  ; 
fecondly,  a folution  of  alum  ; and  kftly,  a Solu- 
tion of  the  muriated  quicklilver.  Either  of  thefe 
injedlions  foon  fuppreffed  the  jdifcharge  ; but  if 
thejr  ufe  was  omitted  for  a fhort  time,  the  difcharge 
returned.  This  being  the  cafe,  I introduced  an 
elaftic  bougie,  which  at  firfl:  occafioned  a little 
pain,  much  lefs  afterwards,  and  finally  none.  A 
flight  flridlure  was  perceptible  on  the  firft  intro- 
dudHon  of  the  bougie  ; but  by  ten  days  per- 
Teverance  in  its  ufe,  once  daily,  the  ftridlure  and 
difcharge  were  totally  removed  *.  This  patient 

was 

* I have  at  this  time  a gentleman  under  my  care,  a very  tem- 
perate man,  who  has  ufed  various  injeditions  for  the  cure  of 
Gonorrhaea  for  two  months  paft  j partly  in  London  by  the  ad- 
vice of  a medical  perfon  there,  and  partly  here  by  his  own  in- 

F.  2 clinalion. 


was  difmiffed  by  me  in  May  laft ; and  upon  in- 
quiry a few  days  lince,  I was  informed,  that  he 
had  continued  as  free^  from  any  return  of  the 
old  complaint  as  if  fuch  complaint  had  never 
exifted. 

The  four  next  cafes  of  Gonorrhzea  were  fuc- 
cefsfully  treated,  by  means  of  the  antimonial  in- 
jedfions  defcribed  in  a note  to  the  fecond  cafe. 
In  all  thefe  cafes  no  chordee  occurred  after  the 
injedlion  began  to  operate  ; and  all  the  difagree- 
. able  fymptoms  common  in  Gonorrhaea  were  con- 
liderably  lefs  violent  than  in  cafes  treated  in  any 
other  manner ; and  the  termination  of  them  was 
alfo  more  fpeedy  and  more  certain. 

As  nothing  occurred  in  thefe  four  inftances 
peculiarly  diffimilar  to  the  former  ones,  I fhall 
proceed  to  relate  a cafe,  that  differs  in  its  duration 
and  event  from  thofe  which  have  gone  before  it. 

cllnation.  I have  recommended  the  ufe  of  boudes  in  this  cafe  : 
but  my  advice  has  not  been  adopted,  owing  to  ill-founded  pre- 
judices entertained  againft  them. 

Another  cafe  is  at  prefent  under  my  dire£lion,  where  a ferious 
ftrifture  has  been  formed,  in  confequence  of  Gonorrhaea  fup- 
prefled  by  injedlions,  which  were  recommended  by  a celebrated 
phyfician  in  London. 


CASE 
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CASE  XII. 

A fervant,  who  perceived  the  commencement; 
of  his  complaint  on  the  twenty-firft,  applied  to 
me  for  affiftance  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Augufl  laft. 

He  had  a flight  ichorous  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  together  with  chordee,  and  the  other 
concomitant  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhsea.  He  had 
fufFered  about  a year  before  materially  from  a 
like  difeafe,  when  Hernia  humOralis  was  produced 
by  the  injudicious  efforts  made  to  cure  it. 

Having  firfl  recommended  a fufpenfory  bag  for 
the  tefticles,  and  ordered  a cathartic  medicine,  I 

i 4 

determined  to  try  whether  a lefs  conliderable  de- 
gree of  inflammation  than  was  produced  in  the 
preceding  inftances  would  not  be  fufflcient  to  an- 
fwer  a curative  intention.,  With  the  defign  of 
afcertaining  this  pointy  I prepared  an  injedtion  as 
follows : 

A . 

R.  Antimonii  tartar,  drachmam. 

Mift.  camph.  unc'uis fex.  M. 

F'.  injedf. 

This  injedlion  was  employed  on  the  evening  of 
the  fifth  day  of  the  difeafe  : as  I expedfed  lefs 
pain  and  inflammation  in  this  cafe,  no  opiate  was 
adminiflered ; and  the  next  morning,  after  a to- 
lerable night’s  refl,  the  injedlion  was  repeated, 
and  alfo  again  in  the  evening. 


Some 
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Some  laxative  powders  were  prefcribed  for  him ; 
and  he  was  dire6,.ed  to  drink  freely  of  barley- 
water,  &c. 

yth  day.  The  inflammation  had  moderately 
increafed  fince  yefterday,  and  a very  flight  de- 
cree of  chordee  had  been  experienced  in  the 
night.  The  injeftion  wis  omitted,  and  the  pow- 
ders, See.  continued. 

8th  day.  The  difeharge  was  confiderable,  and 
of  a better  colour  and  confiftence.  No  chordee 
during  the  laft  night. 

9th  day.  The  difeharge  and  other  fymptoms 
little  different  from  yeflerday’s. 

loth.  Difeharge  ftill  confiderable. 

; nth.  Slightly  diminiflied  : 

'And  upon  the  fourteenth  the  bougie  was  intro- 
duced, and  its  ufe  perfevered  in  for  ten  days  : 
during  which  fpace  the  difeafe  was  exceedingly 
trifling,  and  only  known  to  exift  from  the  appear- 
ance of  a very  fmall  quantity  of  matter.  However 
the  ufe  of  the  bougie  was  laid  afide ; and  in  a 
fortnight  after  I was  again  applied  to,  as  the  dif- 
eharge ftill  remained. 

It  is  here  neceffary  to  remark,  that  my  patient 
confeffed  he  had  been  in  fome  refpedls  irregular, 
and  regardlefs  of  my  injundlions.  Two  other 
circumflances  contributed  to  produce  the  above- 
recited  failure  : one  was  the  too  flight  degree  of 
inflammation,  which  was  infufilcient  to  overpower 
totally  the  gonorrheal  virus;  and  the  other 'arofe 

‘ from 
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from  the  bougies,  which  I was  neceflitated  to  ufe, 
being  at  that  time  deftitute  of  any  of  the  elaftic 
gum  kind ; and  I was  therefore  compelled  to  em- 
ploy fome  of  a very  inferior  defcription,  the  only 
ones  procurable  in  this  place.  Having,  before  the 
fecond  application  of  this  patient,  received  a fup- 
ply  of  a luitable  fort  from  London,  I was  enabled 
fpeedlly  to  terminate  this  difeafe  fatisfa6lorily. 

A cafe  has  lince  then  been  fubmitted  to  my 
direction,  wherein,  from  the  ufe  of  the  injedlion 
as  defcribed  in  the  fecond  cafe,  and  the  other 
auxiliary  means,  the  moft  perfc<51;  fuccefs  has  re- 
fulted. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The  imputation  of  novelty  is  a terrible  charge  amongft  thole 
who  judge  of  men’s  heads  as  they  do  of  their  perukes,  by  the 
falhion,  and  can  allow  none  to  berightbut  the  received  doftrines. 
Truth  fcarce  ever  yet  carried  it  by  vote  any  where  at  its  firft 
appearance : new  opinions  are  always  fufpefted,  and  ulually 
oppofed,  without  any  other  reafon  but  becaufe  they  are  not 
already  common.  But  truth,  like  gold,  is  not  the  lefs  fo  for  being 
newly  brought  out  of  the  mine.  It  is  trial  and  examination 
muft  give  it  price,  and  not  any  antique  falhion ; and  though 
it  be  not  yet  current  by  the  public  ftamp,  yet  it  may  for  all 
that  be  as  old  as  nature,  and  is  certainly  not  the  lefs  ge- 
nuine. 

Locke’s  Ded,  to  Lord  Pembroke, 

In  combating  the  opinions  of  celebrated  men 
of  late  and  prefent  times,  I tmft  I fhall  be  coun- 
tenanced by  thofe  who  conlider,  that  obferv’-ation 
and  experience  are  daily  contributing  fomething 
towards  the  increafe  of  human  knowledge ; and 
that  it  is  no  difparagement  of  the  greateft  reputa- 
tion to  remark,  that  dodlrines  exceedingly  wife, 
when  meafured  by  the  degree  of  information  ex- 
tant at  the  period  of  their  formation,  have  after- 
wards been  overthrown  by  perfons  poflelTed  of 
tenfold  advantages. 

Whilft  the  local  nature  of  Gonorrhaea  remained 
unknown,  it  is  by  no  means  furprifing,  that  the 
ufe  of  conftitutional  remedies  Ihould  produce 


various 


various  mifchiefs,  which  were  miftakenly  con- 
ceived to  arife  from  the  difeafe  itfelf.^  Before 
the  moft  common  caufe  of  ftridlure  was  dif- 
covered,  it  was  natural,  that  the  attention  of  me- 
dical men  fhould  be  confined  to  prefent  relief 
alone,  without  guarding  againfl;  the  remote  evils, 
which  might  occur  from  Gonorrhaea. 

I do  not  therefore  depreciate  the  medical  re- 
putation of  any  man,  when  I propagate  ideas, 
which  a regular  train  of  incidental  obfervation 
has  generated  in  my  mind  : nor  will  the  liberal 
part  of  the  faculty  think  tlie  lefs  favourably  of  my 
book,  becaufe  I have  oppofed  fentiments,  which 
they  have  fandlioned  and  fupported. 

Confidering  Gonorrhaea  as  a local  difeaf(^,  dif- 
approving  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injedfions,  truft- 
ing  little  to  the  influence  of  diuretics  and  laxa- 
tives, wanting  faith  in  the  fanative  powers  of  na- 
ture in  this  difeafe,  and  rejedling  loco-fpecific 
remedies  as  infufficient  for  the  attainment  of  the 
purpofed  end,  I am  now  about  to  fum  up,  in  a few 
words,  the  advantages  derivable  from  my  own 
plan  of  treatment. 

I conceive  that  it  is  right  always  firfl:  to  cleanfe 
the  alimentary  canal,  without  producing  any  vio- 
lent irritation.  The  draught,  which  I have  re- 
commended, is  calculated  to  operate  eafily  and 
fufficiently,  and  likewife  to  excite  an  increafed 
action  of  the  kidneys ; and  is  therefore  prefer- 
able to  the  common  faline  purgatives.  I recom- 

> mend 
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mend  the  life  of  one  or  other  of  the  powders  de- 
fcrlbed  in  the  cafes,  which  have  been  related,  as 
they  contribute  very  fenlibly  to  the  furtherance 
of  the  curative  indications,  by  allaying  irritation, 
increafing  the  quantity,  and  hence  diminilhing 
the  acrimonious  quality,  of  the  urine. 

I then  endeavour  to  excite  an  artificial  in- 
flammation in  the  place  of  that  produced  by  in-  , 
fedlious  matter  : from  this  praftice  feveral  ad- 
vantages arife.  For  the  artificial  inflammation 
terminates  more  fpeedily  than  the  other,  is  ac- 
companied by  lefs  violent  fymptoms,  and  is 
placed  more  immediately  under  the  care  of  the 
medical  diredfor. 

I think  alfo  that  an  opiate  in  mofl;  habits,  by 
inducing  fleep  in  the  night,  leflens  the  tendency 
to  chordee,  which  is  a very  unpleafant  and  in- 
aufpicious  fymptom  : but  as  foon  as  an  abundant 
difcharge  is  once  produced  by  the  antimonial  in- 
jedfion,  no  chordee  is  to  be  apprehended,  and 
confequently  its  ufe  may  be  difpenfed  with. 

The  degree  of  inflammation,  which  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  produce,  fhould  be  fufficiently  great  to 
overpower  the  gonorrhseal  inflammation  ; which 
is  known  by  this,  that  the  difcharge  nearly  ceafes 
during  the  ufe  of  the  antimonial  injedlion,  un- 
til a new  difcharge  is  created  by  its  influence. 
The  flrength  of  the  injedfion  employed  in  the 
lecond  cafe  appears  bcft  calculated  for  the  ge- 
nerality of  patients  ; but  fome  few  conftitutional 
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peculiarities  will  occalionally  point  out  the  pro- 
priety of  an  increafe  or  diminution  of  its  ftrength. 

The  difcharge  produced  by  the  injeftion  di- 
minifhes  in  a few  days ; and  generally  about  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day  after  its  appearance  in  confi- 
derable  quantity,  the  bougie  may  be  introduced. 
And  here  it  is  important  to  obferve,  that  much 
depends  upon  the  quality  and  fize  of  the  bougie  ; 
the  elaftic  gum  bougies  are  far  better  calcu- 
lated for  this  purpofe  than  any  other.  By  employ- 
ing an  inferior  fort  through  nccefiity,  I was  difap-. , 
pointed  in  one  cafe  ; and  probably  they  would  be 
found  inefFecSlual  in  molt.  It  is  neceffary  that  the 
bougie  Ihould  be  as  large  as  the  urethra  will  admit, 
as  the  intention  is  to  reltore  that  canal  to  its  ori- 
ginal fize,  and  to  obliterate  the  difeafe  by  pref- 
fure. 

The  nitrous  powders,  &c.  fliould  be  continued 
until  the  complaint  is  nearly  removed,  and  at 
lealt  until  the  introdudlion  of  the  bougie. 

Having  made  in  a very  concife  manner  a re- 
capitulation of  the  benefits  likely  to  arife  from  a 
general  diflemination  of  the  principles  of  prac- 
tice now  fubmitted  to  the  public  confideration, 
which  principles  appear  calculated  to  ftrike  at  the 
root  of  a ferious  malady  in  its  infancy,  thereby 
deftroying  fuch  difeafes  as  fpring  from  it,  as  alfo 
to  Ihorten  its  primary  continuance,  and  to  lelien 
the  painful  fenfations  generally  accompanying  it, 

1 now  draw  near  to  the  termination  of  my  work. 

Upheld 


^V^tJpheld  by  the  reAitude  of  my  intentions,  I 
S^^e^iittle  anxiety  rcfpedHng  the  fate  of  this  un- 
^\dertaking  : I have  endeavoured  to  moderate  the 
violence  and  prevent  the  accumulation  of  difeafe, 
and  am  willingly  difpofed  to  rely  upon  the  can- 
dour of  the  profeliion,  whofe  judgment  I await 
without  unealinefs,  confident  that  they  will  ap- 
prove juft  opinions,  even  if  tending  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  eftablifhcd  do<ftrines. 


Oxford, 
Nov.  6.  1801. 


THE  END. 
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